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advent of small handheld electronic
devices has created a variety of new and
old problems for data and content
management. These problems include
displaying, selecting and moving large
amounts of data to a handheld device
without consuming too much power. It 1s
not uncommon for a user to carry a
range of many different types of data,
including music, photos, and videos.
Often this data 1s stored as a collection
of files, which must then be copied or
otherwise transported to the electronic
device. Files are relatively small data
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objects and are usually stored 1n a single
file. Thus, handling and transporting
large amounts of files 1s not
burdensome. However, the number of
f1les that must be moved 1s multiplied by
the number of files stored 1n the
collection. Files, which are typically
organized as text files, are often copied
to portable electronic devices 1n plain
text. Thus, the text files must be parsed
into a form that can be easily handled by
the handheld device. As may be
appreciated, this parsing of text files
takes both time and memory resources.
The collection of files can also be copied
to portable electronic devices 1n
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